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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
DETERMINING A FORCE, AND USE OF THE
METHOD AND/OR OF THE APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based on and hereby claims priority to
International Application No. PCT/EP2011/072888 filed on
Dec. 15, 2011 and German Application No. 10 2010 064
217.7 filed on Dec. 27, 2010, the contents of which are hereby
incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND

The invention relates to a method for determining a force,
and an apparatus to determine the force.

It is known from the related art to couple a car door of an
elevator with a pinion gear of a motor shaft of an electric
motor so that the car door can be opened and closed by the
electric motor. The electric motor is electrically coupled to a
power amplifier which is coupled by way of a connecting
electrical circuit to an electricity supply unit in the form of a
power supply.

Various methods for determining the force of the electric
motor acting on the car door are known, for example measur-
ing the motor current and determining the force by the motor
constant and the laws of mechanical force transmission. Fur-
thermore, force measuring devices are also possible. More-
over, itis also possible, if the door mass is known, to calculate
the force by determining the door’s acceleration.

To limit the maximum possible force acting on the elevator
car door, in order for example to prevent injury to persons in
the event of their becoming trapped, use is made of mechani-
cal devices, a slipping clutch for example, which allow only
transmission of a predefined maximum force.

JP 2000128465 A discloses a controller for a door of an
elevator, wherein a drive force acting on the door is deter-
mined.

It is furthermore possible to limit the force by limiting the
motor voltage with a compensation of the counter-electromo-
tive force.

SUMMARY

One potential object is to disclose an improved method for
determining a force, an apparatus for performing the method,
and a use of the method and/or apparatus.

The inventors propose a method for determining a force
which acts by way of a pinion gear which is mounted to a
motor shaft of an electric motor on a component which is
directly coupled to the pinion gear in a form-fit and/or force-
fit manner. The electric motor is electrically coupled to a
power amplifier which is coupled by way of a connecting
electrical circuit to an electricity supply unit. The force is
determined by a voltage and a current which are determined
in the connecting electrical circuit. In a geared motor the
pinion gear is alternatively mounted to an output shaft.

The component is for example a door of an elevator car and
has for example a gear rack by way of which the car door is
directly coupled to the pinion gear, embodied for example as
a gearwheel, of the electric motor in a form-fit manner. Alter-
natively the pinion gear can be embodied for example as a
friction gear and be coupled directly to the component,
embodied for example as a car door, in a force-fit manner.

In another possible alternative the car door can also be
coupled to the pinion gear of the electric motor for example
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via a toothed drive belt, in which case the toothed drive belt is
then already the component onto which the force that is to be
determined is transmitted by the pinion gear of the electric
motor. However, given a transmission ratio of 1:1 in the
coupling between the pinion gear and the car door, i.e.
between the pinion gear and possible further gears present in
the coupling, if friction losses are ignored the force acting on
the car door is identical to the force transmitted onto the
toothed drive belt by the pinion gear.

The force applied in order to move car doors of said type
must not exceed a predefined maximum so that if, for
example, persons or objects become trapped, any injury to the
persons or damage to the objects is avoided. If a malfunction
is detected, i.e. the car door does not open or close fully due
to its being blocked for example by persons or objects that
have become trapped, the electric motor should be switched
off. The electric motor must also be switched off if an exces-
sively high force is determined, since this could lead to inju-
ries to persons or damage to objects upon their coming into
contact with the car door.

By the method it is possible to determine in a simple and
cost-effective manner the force that is transmitted onto the car
door by the electric motor with the car door stationary, for
example when the car door is blocked, or when the car door is
moving, and therefore acting for example on persons or
objects if a front edge of the car door should strike said
persons or objects and/or if the persons or objects are trapped
by the car door.

In the process the voltage and the current are measured in
the connecting electrical circuit by way of which the electric-
ity supply unit, for example a power supply, is coupled to the
power amplifier, in particular to an output stage, also called a
motor end stage, i.e. in an intermediate electrical circuit.
Consequently no intervention in the power amplifier or the
electric motor or in the electrical coupling between the power
amplifier and the electric motor is necessary in order to deter-
mine the voltage and current. Furthermore, the voltage and
the current can be determined in a cost-effective manner by
corresponding sensors, since measurements can be taken on a
potential-related basis. This enables a plurality of different
power amplifiers and electric motors to be used, and the
method can be performed without problem in each case.

When the force is determined, friction losses and an effi-
ciency rating of the electric motor are ignored. For this reason
a real force is always less than the determined force, because
there is always a minimum of friction present. This always
provides a safety margin, thus preventing the predefined per-
missible maximum force from being exceeded.

The voltage and current in the connecting electrical circuit
are beneficially determined as average values over a pre-
defined time interval. Such a time interval is for example ten
milliseconds. This is useful on account of energy being stored
in the arrangement formed by the electricity supply unit, the
power amplifier, the electric motor and the component
coupled thereto. This enables transient force peaks that are
not detectable during the energy input to be caused or com-
pensated. Determining the voltage and current as average
values over the predefined time interval helps avoid false
alarms due to incorrectly determined forces, for example due
to a transient force peak, and for example an erroneous shut-
down of the electric motor resulting therefrom.

In the case of an elevator, false alarms of said type would
potentially result in a long downtime of the elevator and a
high maintenance overhead with correspondingly high main-
tenance costs. The predefined time interval should be speci-
fied as sufficiently short according to the respective applica-
tion. In the case of the car door the time interval should be
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specified for example as short enough to ensure that anyone
trapped by the door will not be injured and trapped objects
will not be damaged. This is assured with a predefined time
interval of for example ten milliseconds, because the effect of
such a short-lived force would be barely perceptible.

In an immobile state of the component the force is prefer-
ably determined by the voltage determined in the connecting
electrical circuit, by the current determined in the connecting
electrical circuit, by a motor constant, by a resistance of the
electric motor, also called winding resistance or internal
resistance, and by a radius of the pinion gear. In this way it is
possible in the immobile state of the component, i.e. for
example with the car door stationary, to determine the force
that is transmitted by the pinion gear onto the component and
acts by way of the car door on persons or objects possibly
trapped thereby.

In addition to the determined current and voltage, only the
motor constant and the resistance of the respective electric
motor as well as the radius of the pinion gear used in each case
must be known in order to perform the method. The motor
constant and the resistance of the electric motor can be taken
for example from a datasheet of the electric motor, while the
radius of the pinion gear can likewise be found for example in
a corresponding datasheet or can be measured.

The force can be determined according to the following
formula:

where F is the force, K the motor constant, U the determined
voltage in the connecting electrical circuit, I the determined
current in the connecting electrical circuit, R the resistance of
the electric motor, and r the radius of the pinion gear.

In an advantageous embodiment variant the force is deter-
mined in a moving state of the component by the voltage
determined in the connecting electrical circuit, by the current
determined in the connecting electrical circuit, and by a
velocity of the component. In this way it is possible in the
moving state of the component, i.e. for example when the car
door is moving, to determine the force that is transmitted by
the pinion gear onto the component and if the car door makes
contact with persons or objects acts on the latter by way of the
car door.

As well as the determined current and voltage it is addi-
tionally necessary in this embodiment variant of the method
to determine also the velocity of the component, i.e. of the car
door for example. This can be accomplished by way of a
corresponding sensor, an incremental encoder for example.

The force can be determined according to the following
formula:

Uxl
F=
v

where F is the force, U the determined voltage in the connect-
ing electrical circuit, I the determined current in the connect-
ing electrical circuit, and v the velocity of the component.
In addition to the voltage and current, the velocity of the
component is beneficially also determined as an average
value over a predefined time interval. Such a time interval is
for example ten milliseconds. Since all the variables to be
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determined are determined as average values over the pre-
defined time interval, false alarms due to incorrectly deter-
mined forces, due for example to a transient force peak, and
for example an erroneous shutdown of the electric motor
resulting therefrom, are avoided.

In the case of an elevator false alarms of said type would
potentially result in a long downtime of the elevator and a
high maintenance overhead with correspondingly high main-
tenance costs. The predefined time interval should be speci-
fied as sufficiently short according to the respective applica-
tion. In the case of the car door the time interval should be
specified for example as short enough to ensure that anyone
trapped by the door will not be injured and trapped objects
will not be damaged. This is provided with a predefined time
interval of for example ten milliseconds, because the effect of
such a short-lived force would be barely perceptible.

In another advantageous embodiment variant the force is
determined in a moving state of the component by the voltage
determined in the connecting electrical circuit, by the current
determined in the connecting electrical circuit, by an angular
velocity of the motor shaft, and by a radius of the pinion gear.
In this way too it is possible in the moving state of the
component, i.e. for example when the car door is moving, to
determine the force that is transmitted by the pinion gear onto
the component and if the car door comes into contact with
persons or objects acts on the latter by way of the car door.

As well as the determined current and voltage it is addi-
tionally necessary in this embodiment variant of the method
to determine also the angular velocity of the motor shaft of an
electric motor or of an output shaft when e.g. the motor is a
geared motor. This can be accomplished by way of a corre-
sponding sensor, an incremental encoder for example. Fur-
thermore the radius of the pinion gear used in each case must
be known. This can likewise be taken for example from a
corresponding datasheet or can be measured.

The force can be determined according to the following
formula:

Uxl
F_

w*rF

where F is the force, U the determined voltage in the connect-
ing electrical circuit, I the determined current in the connect-
ing electrical circuit, w the angular velocity of the motor shaft
or output shaft, and r the radius of the pinion gear.

In addition to the voltage and current the angular velocity
of the motor shaft is also beneficially determined as an aver-
age value over a predefined time interval. Such a time interval
is for example ten milliseconds. Since all the variables to be
determined are determined as average values over the pre-
defined time interval, false alarms due to incorrectly deter-
mined forces, due for example to a transient force peak, and
for example an erroneous shutdown of the electric motor
resulting therefrom, are avoided.

In the case of an elevator false alarms of said type would
potentially result in a long downtime of the elevator and a
high maintenance overhead with correspondingly high main-
tenance costs. The predefined time interval should be speci-
fied as sufficiently short according to the respective applica-
tion. In the case of the car door the time interval should be
specified for example as short enough to ensure that anyone
trapped by the door will not be injured and trapped objects
will not be damaged. This is provided with a predefined time
interval of for example ten milliseconds, because the effect of
such a short-lived force would be barely perceptible.
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The inventors propose an apparatus for performing the
method for determining a force which acts by way of a pinion
gear that is mounted to a motor shaft or on an output shaft of
an electric motor onto a component that is directly coupled to
the pinion gear in a form-fit and/or force-fit manner, The
electric motor is electrically coupled to a power amplifier
which is coupled by way of a connecting electrical circuit to
an electricity supply unit. The apparatus has an evaluation
unit and at least one first sensor that is coupled to the evalu-
ation unit and arranged in the connecting electrical circuit for
the purpose of determining a voltage and a current in the
connecting electrical circuit.

As already mentioned in the explanatory remarks in rela-
tion to the method, the component is for example a door of an
elevator car and has for example a gear rack by way of which
the car door is directly coupled in a form-fit manner to the
pinion gear of the electric motor embodied for example as a
gearwheel. Alternatively the pinion gear can be embodied for
example as a friction gear and be directly coupled in a force-
fit manner to the component embodied for example as a car
door.

In another possible alternative the car door can also be
coupled to the pinion gear of the electric motor by way of a
toothed drive belt for example, in which case the toothed drive
belt is then already the component onto which the force to be
determined is transmitted by the pinion gear of the electric
motor. However, given a transmission ratio of 1:1 in the
coupling between the pinion gear and the car door, i.e.
between the pinion gear and possible further gears present in
the coupling, if friction losses are ignored the force acting on
the car door is identical to the force transmitted by the pinion
gear onto the toothed drive belt.

The force applied in order to move car doors of said type
must not exceed a predefined maximum so that if, for
example, persons or objects become trapped any injury to the
persons or damage to the objects is prevented. If a malfunc-
tion occurs, i.e. the car door fails to open or close fully due to
its being blocked for example by persons or objects that have
become trapped, or due to a force being exceeded during the
movement of the car door, the electric motor must be
switched off.

By the apparatus it is possible to determine in a simple and
cost-effective manner the force that is transmitted onto the car
door by the electric motor and that acts on persons or objects
if the car door comes into contact with them. The voltage and
current are determined in the connecting electrical circuit by
way of which the electricity supply unit, for example a power
supply, is coupled to the power amplifier, also called an output
stage or motor end stage, i.e. in an intermediate electrical
circuit. No intervention in the power amplifier or the electric
motor or in the electrical coupling of the power amplifier to
the electric motor is therefore necessary in order to determine
the voltage and current. This permits the use of a multiplicity
of different power amplifiers and electric motors. Further-
more the voltage and current can be determined at affordable
cost by corresponding first sensors, since the measurement
can be performed on a potential-related basis.

The apparatus beneficially comprises at least one second
sensor coupled to the evaluation unit for the purpose of deter-
mining a velocity of the component and/or an angular veloc-
ity of the motor shaft or output shaft. This enables the method
to be performed also when the car door is moving, in particu-
lar in its above-described second and third embodiment vari-
ants. The second sensor is for example an incremental
encoder.
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In an use of the method and/or apparatus a malfunction is
detected if the determined force exceeds a predefined value.
The value is beneficially specified by the maximum force.

In another use of the method and/or apparatus the force is
determined in a predefined number of determining cycles and
a malfunction is detected if the determined force exceeds a
predefined value in a predefined percentage of the determin-
ing cycles. Here, too, the value is beneficially specified by the
maximum force. The force is determined for example in three
determining cycles, so that there are three determined values
present for the force. For example, a malfunction will be
detected whenever at least two of the three values determined
for the force exceed the predefined value, for example the
predefined maximum force.

In this way false alarms, i.e. incorrect detections of a mal-
function due to brief excesses of force that are insignificant in
real-world use, or for example due to measurement errors and
for example an erroneous shutdown of the electric motor
resulting therefrom, are avoided. In the case of an elevator
false alarms of said type would potentially result in a long
downtime of the elevator and a high maintenance overhead
with correspondingly high maintenance costs.

If a malfunction is detected, the electric motor will benefi-
cially be switched off. This means that when a malfunction is
detected the component, for example the door of the elevator
car, will no longer be moved, thereby avoiding endangering
persons or objects that could be struck by the component, i.e.
by the car door, with an excessively high force and trapped,
and as a result could be injured or damaged.

In the case of an elevator the entire elevator is beneficially
taken out of service as a result thereof in order to avoid
endangering persons due to a movement of the elevator car
with the car door not closed and furthermore due to unclosed
elevator shaft doors which usually are moved by a coupling
with the car door. In addition a fault message is preferably
generated and forwarded for example to a maintenance ser-
vice in order to allow a prompt repair. Moreover as a result of
such a fault message any persons still present in the elevator
car can be freed without delay by the maintenance service.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will become more apparent and more readily appre-
ciated from the following description of the preferred
embodiments, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawing of which:

FIG. 1 shows a schematic view of an elevator car having a
car door coupled to an electric motor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which are
illustrated in the accompanying drawing, wherein like refer-
ence numerals refer to like elements throughout.

FIG. 1 shows a schematic view of an elevator car 1 which
is arranged in an elevator shaft that is not shown here. The
elevator car 1 has a car door as a component 2 which is
movable during normal operation.

The component 2 is movable by an electric motor 3 which
is embodied for example as a direct-current motor. A pinion
gear 5, which in this exemplary embodiment is implemented
as a gearwheel, is mounted to a motor shaft 4 of the electric
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motor 3. If the motor is a geared motor (combination of
electric motor and gearbox), the pinion gear is mounted to an
output shaft (not shown).

Said pinion gear 5 is directly coupled in a form-fit manner
to the component 2, i.e. to the car door in the example illus-
trated here, since a gear rack 6 is embodied on the component
2, with teeth of the pinion gear 5 engaging in interstices
between the teeth of the gear rack 6 and teeth of the gear rack
6 engaging in interstices between the teeth of the pinion gear
5, i.e. the gear rack 6 of the component 2 and the pinion gear
5 are interlocked with one another. In an alternative exem-
plary embodiment not shown here the pinion gear 5 can be
embodied for example as a friction gear and engage in a
force-fit coupling with the component 2.

The electric motor 3 is electrically coupled to a power
amplifier 7 embodied as an output stage, in particular as a
motor end stage, which is coupled by way of a connecting
electrical circuit 8 to an electricity supply unit 9 embodied as
apower supply. The power supply is connected for example to
an electricity supply grid of the building.

The force required to move car doors of said type must not
exceed a predefined maximum value in order for example to
avoid injury to persons or damage to objects in the event that
said persons or objects become trapped. If a malfunction is
detected, i.e. the car door does not open or close fully due to
its being blocked for example by trapped persons or objects,
the electric motor 3 must be switched off.

The electric motor 3 must furthermore be switched off if a
determined force F acting by way of the pinion gear 5
mounted to the motor shaft 4 on the component 2, i.e. on the
car door by way of its embodied gear rack 6, exceeds a
predefined value, i.e. the predefined maximum force, since in
the event of contact with the car door or persons or objects
being trapped by the car door this could lead to injuries to said
persons or damage to said objects. In FIG. 1, the force F is
shown directed toward the left by way of example. This
applies to the case where the pinion gear 5, in a plan view from
the front, i.e. in the view shown here, rotates in the clockwise
direction. This causes the car door to be moved to the left, for
example, in order to open the elevator car 1. Correspondingly,
the force F is directed toward the right when the pinion gear 5
rotates in the opposite direction, i.e. in the counterclockwise
direction. This causes the car door to be moved to the right, for
example, in order to close the elevator car 1 again.

In a method the force F is determined by a voltage U and a
current I which are determined in the connecting electrical
circuit 8. In order to determine the voltage U and the current
1 in the connecting electrical circuit 8 an apparatus for per-
forming the method has at least one first sensor 10 arranged in
the connecting electrical circuit 8 for the purpose of deter-
mining the voltage U and the current I in the connecting
electrical circuit 8. Said first sensor 10 is coupled to an evalu-
ation unit 11 in order to evaluate captured sensor data of the
first sensor 10 and determine the force F.

The force F can be determined in a moving state of the
component 2 by applying the law of energy conservation in
relation to an energy in the connecting electrical circuit 8 and
a mechanically output energy at the electric motor 3. In this
way a direct or indirect measurement of a motor voltage or
motor current [, is avoided and replaced by the much easier
and cheaper to implement determination of the voltage U and
the current I in the connecting electrical circuit 8.

In a moving state of the component 2 it is additionally
necessary also to determine an angular velocity w of the
motor shaft 4 or alternatively to determine a velocity v of the
component 2. For this purpose the apparatus has at least one
second sensor, not shown in more detail here, which is
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coupled to the evaluation unit 11 for the purpose of determin-
ing the velocity v of the component 2 and/or the angular
velocity o of the motor shaft 4. The second sensor is an
incremental encoder for example.

Furthermore, if the force F is determined by the angular
velocity w of the motor shaft 4, a radius r of the pinion gear 5
used in each case must also be known in addition. Said radius
r of the pinion gear 5 can be taken for example from a
datasheet of the electric motor 3 or pinion gear 5 or can be
measured.

For acomponent 2 moved by the electric motor 3, if friction
losses and an efficiency of the electric motor 3 which is less
than one hundred percent are ignored, it holds that a product
of'the voltage U and the current I in the connecting electrical
circuit 8 is equal to a product of a torque M at the motor shaft
4 and the angular velocity o of the motor shaft 4:

UHI=M*o [4]

The left side of equation [4] describes an electrical power
in the connecting electrical circuit 8 and the right side of
equation [4] describes a mechanical power of the electric
motor 3.

The voltage U and the current [ in the connecting electrical
circuit 8 are determined directly by the first sensor 10
arranged in the connecting electrical circuit 8. Either the
angular velocity  is determined directly by the second sen-
sor, embodied for example as an incremental encoder, or the
velocity v of the component 2 is determined by the second
sensor, as a result of which the angular velocity o can be
determined as follows:

w=2exx— =Y 5]
Qemxr 1

where 7 is the circle constant.

By inverting equation [4] the torque M at the motor shaft 4
can be determined from the voltage U and the current [ in the
connecting electrical circuit 8 and the angular velocity w of
the motor shaft 4:

Inserting equation [5] for the angular velocity o of the
motor shaft 4 into equation [6] yields the following for the
torque M at the motor shaft 4:

r
M=Usxlx-
v

The force F corresponds to a quotient of the torque M at the
motor shaft 4 and an effective lever arm, a length of the lever
arm corresponding to the radius r of the pinion gear 5:

F=

M
r

Using the velocity v of the component 2, the force F can
now be determined by the aforementioned equation [2],
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which is formed by inserting equation [7] for the torque M at
the motor shaft 4 into equation [8]:

Uxl
F=

v

Alternatively the force F can be determined using the angu-
lar velocity w of the motor shaft 4 by the aforementioned
equation [3], which is formed by inserting equation [6] for the
torque M at the motor shaft 4 into equation [8]:

Uxl
F_

Wx¥

As mentioned already, friction losses and the efficiency of
the electric motor 3 are ignored in said determination of the
force F. A real force is therefore always less than the deter-
mined force F, because there is always a minimum of friction
present and the efficiency of the electric motor 3 is less than
one hundred percent.

However, this is very advantageous in particular for this
exemplary embodiment of the car door, since in this way there
is always a safety margin, so that exceeding the predefined
permitted maximum force is prevented. In other words, even
if the determined force F corresponds to the predefined maxi-
mum force that must not be exceeded, in reality the real force
which would act by way of the pinion gear 5 on the compo-
nent 2, in this case on the car door, and which would possibly
act on persons or objects by a front edge of the car door, is less
than the predefined maximum force, so there is no fear of
injury to persons or damage to objects.

Comparable relationships are also applicable to an immo-
bile state of the component 2. Since in this case the angular
velocity w is equal to zero, the law of energy conservation is
applied in this case with a resistance R of the electric motor 3,
also called winding resistance or internal resistance, and with
the motor current I, of the electric motor 3, where the motor
current I, as will be shown hereinbelow, can be replaced by
the current I and the voltage U in the connecting electrical
circuit 8 and the resistance R of the electric motor 3, with the
result that there is no need to measure the motor current I,
itself.

In other words, the force F is determined in the immobile
state of the component 2 by applying the law of energy
conservation in relation to the energy in the connecting elec-
trical circuit 8 and thermal losses in the stationary electric
motor 3. In this way, even in the immobile state of the com-
ponent 2, the direct or indirect measurement of the motor
voltage or of the motor current [, is avoided and replaced by
the much easier and cheaper to implement determination of
the voltage U and the current I in the connecting electrical
circuit 8.

The product of the voltage U and the current I in the
connecting electrical circuit 8 is equal to a product of the
resistance R of the electric motor 3 and the square of the
motor current I,:

U*I=R*[? [9]

The left side of equation [9] describes the electrical power
in the connecting electrical circuit 8 and the right side of
equation [9] describes the thermal losses in the stationary
electric motor 3.

In this case too, the voltage U and the current I in the
connecting electrical circuit 8 are determined directly by the
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10

first sensor 10 arranged in the connecting electrical circuit 8.
The resistance R of the electric motor 3 must be known and
can be found for example in the datasheet of the electric motor
3.

Following inversion of equation [9] the motor current I, is
yielded as:

(o]

Given knowledge of a motor constant K, which can like-
wise be found for example in the datasheet of the electric
motor 3, the force F can be determined using the following
formula:

Kxly [1]

Here too, the radius r of the pinion gear 5 used in each case
must be known in addition. Said radius r of the pinion gear 5
can, as already mentioned, be found for example in the
datasheet of the electric motor 3 or of the pinion gear 5, or it
can be measured.

In other words, the force F in the immobile state of the
component 2 can be determined by the aforementioned equa-
tion [1], which is formed by inserting equation [10] for the
motor current I, into equation [11]:

]

By the method it is possible to determine in a simple and
cost-effective manner the force F which is transmitted onto
the car door by the electric motor 3 when the car door is
stationary, for example when the car door is blocked, or when
the car door is moving, and thereby acts for example on
persons or objects if the latter were to be struck by a frontedge
of'the car door and/or ifthe persons or objects become trapped
by the car door.

Because the voltage U and the current I are determined in
the connecting electrical circuit 8 by way of which the elec-
tricity supply unit 9, in this case the power supply, is coupled
to the power amplifier 7, in particular to the output stage, also
called the motor end stage, i.e. in an intermediate electrical
circuit, no intervention into the power amplifier 7 or the
electric motor 3 or into the electrical coupling of the power
amplifier 7 to the electric motor 3 is necessary in order to
determine the voltage and current. Furthermore, the voltage U
and the current I can be determined at low cost by correspond-
ing first sensors 10, since measurements can be performed on
apotential-related basis. This enables a multiplicity of difter-
ent power amplifiers 7 and electric motors 3 to be used, with
the method being able to be performed without problem in
each case.

As already mentioned, friction losses and the efficiency of
the electric motor 3 are ignored when the force F is deter-
mined in this way. A real force is therefore always less than
the determined force F, since there is always a minimum of
friction present and the efficiency of the electric motor 3 is
less than one hundred percent.
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However, this is very advantageous in particular for this
exemplary embodiment of the car door, as already explained
hereinabove, because in this way a safety margin is always
provided, thereby preventing the predefined permitted maxi-
mum force from being exceeded. In other words, even if the
determined force F corresponds to the predefined maximum
force which must not be exceeded, in reality the real force
acting by way of the pinion gear 5 on the component 2, in this
case on the car door, and which would possibly act on persons
or objects by the front edge of the car door, is less than the
predefined maximum force, so there is no fear of injury to
persons or damage to objects.

Beneficially, the voltage U and the current I in the connect-
ing electrical circuit 8, and advantageously in addition, if
these are used, also the velocity v of the component 2 and/or
the angular velocity o of the motor shaft 4, are determined as
average values over a predefined time interval. Such a time
interval is for example ten milliseconds.

This is useful on account of energy being stored in the
arrangement formed by the electricity supply unit 9, the
power amplifier 7, the electric motor 3 and the component 2
coupled thereto. This enables transient force peaks that are
not detectable during the energy input to be caused or com-
pensated. Determining the voltage U and the current 1, and
advantageously in addition, if these are used, also the velocity
v of the component 2 and/or the angular velocity w of the
motor shaft 4, as average values over the predefined time
interval avoids false alarms due to incorrectly determined
forces, for example due to a transient force peak, and for
example an erroneous shutdown of the electric motor 3 result-
ing therefrom. In the case of an elevator, false alarms of said
type would potentially result in a long downtime of the eleva-
tor and a high maintenance overhead with correspondingly
high maintenance costs.

The predefined time interval should be specified as suffi-
ciently short according to the respective application. In the
case of the car door the time interval should be specified for
example as short enough to ensure that anyone trapped by the
door will not be injured and trapped objects will not be dam-
aged. This is provided with a predefined time interval of for
example ten milliseconds, because the effect of such a short-
lived force would be barely perceptible.

The method and the apparatus for determining the force F
can be used for example for detecting a malfunction. In this
case a malfunction is detected for example if the determined
force F exceeds a predefined value. The value is beneficially
specified by the maximum force.

It is particularly advantageous in this case if the force F is
determined in a predefined number of determining cycles and
a malfunction is detected if the determined force F exceeds
the predefined value in a predefined percentage of the deter-
mining cycles. Here too, the value is beneficially specified by
the maximum force.

The force F is determined for example in three determining
cycles, so that there are three determined values present for
the force F. For example, a malfunction will be detected
whenever at least two of the three values determined for the
force F exceed the predefined value, for example the pre-
defined maximum force.

In this way false alarms, i.e. incorrect detections of a mal-
function due to brief excesses of force that are insignificant in
real-world use, or for example due to measurement errors and
for example an erroneous shutdown of the electric motor
resulting therefrom, are avoided. In the case of an elevator
false alarms of said type would potentially result in a long
downtime of the elevator and a high maintenance overhead
with correspondingly high maintenance costs.
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If a malfunction is detected, the electric motor 3 is benefi-
cially switched off. For this purpose the apparatus, for
example the evaluation unit 11 of the apparatus, is advanta-
geously coupled to the electric motor 3 in order to enable the
latter to be switched off if a malfunction is detected.

As aresult of the electric motor 3 being switched off when
such a malfunction is detected, the component 2, for example
the door of the elevator car 1, will no longer be moved,
thereby avoiding endangering persons or objects that could be
struck by the component 2, i.e. by the car door, with an
excessively high force and trapped, and as a result could be
injured or damaged.

In the case of an elevator the entire elevator is beneficially
taken out of service as a result thereof in order to avoid
endangering persons due to a movement of the elevator car 1
with the car door not closed and furthermore due to unclosed
elevator shaft doors which usually are moved by a coupling
with the car door. In addition a fault message is preferably
generated and forwarded for example to a maintenance ser-
vice in order to allow a prompt repair. Moreover, as a result of
such a fault message any persons still present in the elevator
car 1 can be freed without delay by the maintenance service.

The invention has been described in detail with particular
reference to preferred embodiments thereof and examples,
but it will be understood that variations and modifications can
be effected within the spirit and scope of the invention cov-
ered by the claims which may include the phrase “at least one
of A, B and C” as an alternative expression that means one or
more of A, B and C may be used, contrary to the holding in
Superguide v. DIRECTV, 69 USPQ2d 1865 (Fed. Cir. 2004).

The invention claimed is:

1. A method for determining a force which acts on a com-
ponent by way of a pinion gear which is connected to a shaft
rotated by an electric motor, the component being directly
coupled to the pinion gear, comprising:

determining a voltage and a current supplied from a power

supply device to the electric motor via a power amplifier,
the voltage and the current being determined by way of
aconnecting electrical circuit, which connects the power
amplifier to the power supply device; and

when the component is moving with a velocity, determin-
ing the force acting on the component, using the voltage,
the current, and either:

an angular velocity of the shaft and a radius of the pinion
gear, or
an average value of the velocity of the component deter-
mined over a predefined time interval.
2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the shaft is a motor shaft of an electric motor.
3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the shaft is a motor shaft of an electric motor, and

the force is determined using the angular velocity of the
motor shaft.

4. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the shaft is an output shaft of a geared motor.
5. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the shaft is an output shaft of a geared motor, and

the force is determined using the angular velocity of the
output shaft.

6. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein

the component is directly coupled to the pinion gear in a
form-fit manner.
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7. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein 12. The method as claimed in claim 11, wherein
the component is directly coupled to the pinion gear in a the electric motor is switched off if the malfunction is
force-fit manner. detected.
8. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the voltage 13. An apparatus to determine a force which acts on a
and the current in the connecting electrical circuit are deter- 5 component by way of a pinion gear which is connected to a
mined as average values over the predefined time interval. shaft rotated by an electric motor, the component being

9. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein

when the component is in an immobile state, the force is
determined using the voltage, the current, a motor con-
stant of the electric motor, a resistance of the electric 19
motor, and a radius of the pinion gear.

10. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein

if the force is determined when the component is moving
using the angular velocity of the shaft, the angular veloc-
ity of the shaft is determined as an average value over the 15
predefined time interval.

11. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein

the force is cyclically determined in determining cycles,
and

a malfunction is detected if the force exceeds a set value in
a predefined percentage of the determining cycles. L

directly coupled to the pinion gear, the apparatus comprising:

a first sensor to determine a voltage and a current supplied
from a power supply device to the electric motor, the first
sensor being coupled to a connecting electrical circuit,
which connects the power amplifier to the power supply
device;

a second sensor coupled to the shaft to determine an angu-
lar velocity of the shaft; and

an evaluation unit connected to the first sensor and the
second sensor, to determine the force acting on the com-
ponent when the component is moving, the force being
determined using the voltage, the current, the angular
velocity of the shaft and a radius of the pinion gear.



